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FOSHS

FRIENDS OF
SQUIRRELS HEATH
SCHOOLS

The Friends of Squirrels Heath Schools - AGM Meeting

13/10/2021 Time Location Zoom
Tonya Chalker Prepared by Tonya Chalker/Kate Larkin
Julie White, Kelly Haley
Mary Shipton, Tracy Drewett
Eiren Ridley
Kirsty Ellison
Natalie Brunt
Attendees Kate Larkin
Francesca Day
Ibukun Owolabi
Samantha Cole-Meade
Mark Ridley
Shaun Hare
Item Agenda Duration Attendee
1 | Welcome & Apologies 2 TC
2 |Review on minutes of previous AGM 2 TC
3 |Chairperson’s report 5 TC
4 |Treasurer’s report 5 ER
5 Heads’ reports 10 JW / MS
6 |Election of officers 2 TC
7 |AOB 4 various

Total Time 30min
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Minutes

Welcome to our Zoom AGM after another unusual year. Our second Zoom AGM,
hopefully next year it will be in person. Quick introduction of all committee members
and roles. Brief introduction from Ibukun and Sam. Apologies from Natalie — unable to
log in but trying. Juniors are running late and will join as soon as they can. Enough
representatives in attendance to begin.

Attendee

TC

Actions on previous minutes all completed. Minutes were circulated, handover from
previous committee was completed, changed over signatories and trustees with the
charity commission. Nothing else from last year to discuss. Will ensure all minutes and
reports are published for all to see.

TC

Chairperson’s report — see attached

Thank you to all committee members and school staff for help this year. Despite the
pandemic, we’ve had lots of great activities for the children, clothing collections,
raffles, virtual balloon race, panto etc. Some different events to in the past, but still
managed to raise a good amount of money. The funding will aid the children at school,
and hopefully create some memories to take away.

TC

Treasurer’s report — see attached

ER

Head reports —
Infants

Julie thanks the FOSHS committee for all their efforts and commitment, especially in
such a difficult year. An amazing year, lots of great ideas and so much raised during a
lockdown.

JW — It has been great to see families engaging with FOSHS events and taking part.
Some fantastic and different events. From an Infant perspective, the children have
loved them all. We always think about the big events such as fetes and bazaars, but
this past year has really proven that sometimes the simpler events, such as the
Smarties challenge, can be just as effective for fundraising. Was wonderful to see
photos of raffle prizes being dropped off. We have a wonderful community of parents
and it’s good to be transparent about what the money is needed for and what it’s
being spent on.

JW — The Infant school were able to purchase 30 Chrome Books, meaning a whole
class of children (mainly Year 2 at this stage) are able to use them for a class lesson.
Great for preparing them for Juniors, more competence with computing skills. Has
been great for children and teachers. The lockdown lions went down well with the
children. All allocated money was spent. Thank you.

JW — Target for this year is to purchase more Chrome Books, potentially another batch
of 30, so that two classes could use them, or potentially small groups across the whole
year. Potential for Year 1 and Reception to make use of them too. The Chrome Books
have been successful and it would be great if more children could access them. Infants
will work out how many they can afford to purchase with this year’s allocation from
FOSHS.

JW —Thank you very much on our behalf. Looking forward to the pumpkin trail!

JW
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Juniors

Mary thanks the FOSHS committee for such an amazing result this year, despite the
COVID restrictions in place. It’s super. Cannot express thanks enough.

MS — Last year the Juniors used the funding from FOSHS to purchase school vending
machine and fill it with books. The idea being to encourage and promote reading as
much as possible. Has been a wonderful addition to the school, the children love it.
Money very well spent. Most of the funds were used for that, but some were also used
to purchase additional plants for the biodome. The children were able to harvest the
plants they put in — potatoes, onions, herbs. Most was given to the school kitchen for
dinners and Year 5 used some for their bread making task. The children enjoyed
getting their hands dirty and learning where food comes from. Again, money well
spent.

MS — This year any funds raised will be used for the school library refurbishment.

5 |Exciting plans, wish we could share them with you in person. We are planning to go MS
with a woodland theme, and make it a really comfortable place for the children to go
and take a book and read. Also want to open up our library to parents so that parents
can bring their children there and choose books together. Reading is much nicer when
you can share your book or share some thoughts about the book with another person.
We've relocated our library to our demountable this year, with the intended view that
when that refurbishment happens we can open it up to wider community. We need
£25,000, a phenomenal amount of money. We’ve managed to get close to half of that
at the moment. The sooner we raise it the sooner we can complete the project. We
could use FOSHS’ help with that. Can provide copies of the plans to help promote to
parents and help raise the funds.
MS — Thank you once again for your fantastic work because without you none of the
additional bits that we do as a school, that the children get so much out of, would be
possible.
Election of officers
e Chairperson Tonya Chalker
e Treasurer Eiren Ridley
e Secretary Kate Larkin
6 e Vice chair Kirsty Ellison TC
e Natalie Brunt and Francesca Day to stay in post
New committee members elected
e |bukun Owolabi
e Samantha Cole-Reade
7 |No other matters to discuss. TC
Item ‘ Actions Owner Target date
TC will circulate all minutes and reports and the school can email out or TC 03/11/21
post to webpage
Support from schools with driving pumpkin trail sales ER 23/10/21

Meeting closed at 2:31PM
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